i6a   A NEW  CRITICISM   OF  ROUSSEAU

person professing to have picked up a deserted child.          j

The corruption of polite society, at this time, made the
Enfants Trouves not only a refuge for the infants
of starving parents, or for the illegitimate offspring
of poor and ruined girls ; it was also a convenient
hiding-place for the too palpable proofs of the sins and
follies of the rich. Members of the very best society
did not hesitate to use the Enfants Trouves upon an          ]

emergency,1 and it happened sufficiently often that the
Establishment profited by the generous donations of
these illustrious patrons, when some change of circum-          |

stances enabled them to reclaim and acknowledge a          !

secretly treasured child.    It was, then, plainly to the          j

interest of the Managers of this Institution to use every
effort to preserve scrupulously every token, or record,          ;

that could assist parents   to  identify their  children,          '

and serve to satisfy them that no confusion had taken          (

place.    The registers of the Enfants   Trouves during          I

the eighteenth century are still in existence, and are
carefully preserved in strong chests kept in. the greniers
of the present Hospice des Enfants Assistes, in the Rue
de TEnfert-Eochereau. Thanks to the kind permission
of M. Briele, Archivist of the Administration of Public
Assistance, and to that of the Director of the Hospice,
I have been allowed to examine these interesting records,
and to verify the minute precautions taken for pre-
serving the smallest piece of ribbon, medal, or slip of
paper that might be found upon the infant at the time
of its reception into the Enfants Trouves. Nothing can
be more pathetic than, in turning over these yellow
leaves, to find frequently pasted on to the formal
procfes verbal, some scrap of writing or stamped card,

1 The Comtesse de Tencin, mother of d'Alembert, caused him
actually to be exposed on the steps of the Church of St. Jean le
Bond, on the 16th of November, 1717. TJae proces verbal, drawn
up on this occasion, by " ISTicolas Delamare, Conseiller du Boy
Oommissaire au Chastelet," may still be seen amongst the registers
of the Enfants Trouv^a,'en rien dire,1* (Conf,, pt. ii., liv. ix.)., liv. vii. p. 553.lle il (Hey)wies Neuvieme Promenade.he account given in the Confessions is false, and that Rousseau
